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Luscious 

“Singi-tinis”...

Savory 

Hors d’oeuvres...

Live Music...

and a complimentary 

“Beth El Sings” newly release
d CD!

TTiicckkeettss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  oonnlliinnee,,  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  BBeetthh  EEll  bbooxx  ooffffiiccee  oorr  aatt  tthhee  ddoooorr..
LLoogg  oonn  ttoo  wwwwww..bbeessyynn..oorrgg//zziimmrriiaahh  oorr  ccaallll  995522--887733--77330000..

Beth El SingsBeth El Sings
Invites you to its GRAND FINALE...

CD Release Party & 
Zimriah Music 

Festival
December 10, 2011

7:00 p.m.
$20 per ticket
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Hag Sameah
Happy Hanukkah



Arden Hills or

Downtown? Having

completed the first

phase of Beth El’s

renovations, I understand the desire for a

new Vikings stadium. Especially now

when the team is struggling, a new facil-

ity could boost morale and reinvigorate

fan support. 

The questions surrounding a new stadi-

um are extremely complicated and divi-

sive; is it necessary? If yes, where, for

how much, etc.? As I write, the stadium

debate drones on. I do not have answers.

But looking ahead to Hanukkah provides

an opportunity to consider Jewish teach-

ings about the significance of sports.

When the author of the Book of

Maccabees describes the negative influ-

ence of Greek life on the Jewish com-

munity, his first reference is to sports:

the Jews “built a gymnasium in

Jerusalem in the heathen fashion.” 

The “gymnasium,” or sports-stadium,

was the symbol of the Greek way of life.

Ancient Greeks loved sports and most

cities in had public gymnasia where peo-

ple gathered to train and relax.

Competition focused on individual

rather than team sports and included

footraces, long jump, javelin throwing,

wrestling, boxing and more. Not only

did the Greeks prize a healthy body and

enjoy athletic games as entertainment,

sports were considered good preparation

for war.

Why did the Macabbees so object to the

Greek games? After all, Judaism teaches

the importance of a healthy body (Rabbi

Olitzky spoke about it last Kol Nidre.) In

part, the objection had to do with mod-

esty. Greek athletes trained and compet-

ed in the nude (gymnós from “gymnasi-

um” means “naked.”) This practice was

said to encourage aesthetic appreciation

of the male body and was a tribute to the

Greek gods for whom the sporting events

were dedicated (gods such as Zeus and

Apollo). 

Exercise and entertainment were fine. But

sports were part of a system of false gods.

Sports figures were considered god-like;

gyms became Temples and the human body

was worshipped not for housing the soul but

when it sported a six-pack. Thus, for the

Maccabees (and later for the rabbis who wit-

nessed violent Roman sports), athletic games

became a primary symbol of everything

objectionable about Hellenization.  

Sound familiar? 

I competed on various sports teams through-

out high school and college. I still try to work

out a few times a week. I read the sports page

every morning over breakfast and root for our

Minnesota teams. So I appreciate their allure.

But often I think that that the Maccabees were

right. For many Americans, sports (and the

fame and fortune that follow) has become a

cult of pagan worship- athletes are gods and

competition has warped our priorities.  Here

we are facing unprecedented local, national

and international challenges on a wide variety

of issues (financial, social, ecological, etc.)

and we are debating a stadium?! 

This issue is no less relevant closer to home

in our Jewish community. Here we are trying

to raise Jewishly knowledgeable and commit-

ted adults and stem the very tide of assimila-

tion against which the Maccabees fought.

And yet increasingly we are seeing sports win

out over Jewish education, synagogue and

youth group programming, to say nothing of

quality family time. 

Don’t get me wrong. I believe exercise is

essential. I know first hand that there are val-

ues and life lessons to be learned from partic-

ipating in team sports. And playing and

watching sports is just plain fun. At the same

time, it is a struggle to be involved in sports

and still lead a rich Jewish life. And while I

don’t claim to have all of the answers, I know
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December 2  . . . . . . . .4:15 p.m.
December 9  . . . . . . . .4:14 p.m.
December 16  . . . . . . .4:15 p.m.
December 23  . . . . . . .4:17 p.m.
December 30  . . . . . . .4:22 p.m.

Havdalah vkscv

December 3  . . . . . . . .5:15 p.m.
December 10  . . . . . . .5:14 p.m.
December 17  . . . . . . .5:15 p.m.
December 24  . . . . . . .5:18 p.m.
December 31  . . . . . . .5:23 p.m.
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Friday Evening  ,ca crg 
Kabbalat Shabbat  . . . .5:45 p.m.

Shabbat ,ca
Shaharit . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:00 a.m.
Minha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4:30 p.m.

Sunday & National Holiday
Minyan
9:00 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.

Daily Minyan ihbn
7:00 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.

notable times

Beth El Synagogue
5224 W. 26th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55416-1901

952-873-7300
FAX: 952-873-7301

www.bethelsynagogue.org

Office Hours
Mon-Thurs....9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Fridays..........9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Sundays........9:00 a.m.-Noon

Aleph Preschool:
952-873-7320
Youth Dept:
952-873-7330

general 
information

The Maccabees Versus The Vikings
by Rabbi Alexander Davis
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WE APOLOGIZE IF YOU
CANNOT HEAR US
We are in the process of updating our sanctuary

sound system over the next few months. Please

bear with us as we work to make everything

crystal clear!" Please also note that, during

this time, hearing devices will not work.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE:
PARDON OUR DUST
The main entrance from the parking lot to the

Ring Lobby will have limited access. Please

use the new 26th Street entrance, or, for

Minyan, the direct access door to the Chapel.

At other times, please note signs directing you

to available access to the building. If you

should need extra help, please call the facilities

office at 952-873-7308 at least 48 hours prior

so that we can have help available for you.

Beth El Gift Shop
Hanukkah
Boutique
December 10th
during the “Beth El Sings” 
CD Release Party
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synagogue news

Beth El Young Adults presents Iron Chef: Latkes
On Sunday, December 4th, Morimoto won't be anywhere in

sight, but we still hope you'll join us for the latest battle in

Kitchen Stadium, Iron Chef: Latkes. Grab your friends and

form a team to try and fry up the best latkes Beth El has ever

seen. Mystery ingredients will be provided - no two batches of

latkes will be the same. And only one can take the title of

Battle Champion. Not up to the challenge of cooking? Not a

problem! It's not a competition unless there are people to feed,

so even if your kitchen skills are totally lacking, please come

hungry to Beth El from 1:00-3:00 p.m. Bring one unwrapped

toy or $5 to "vote" on the winner of our challenge!

Nosh ‘n Drash: Torah for Living
Eat and learn with Rabbi Olitzky from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

on the 1st and 3rd Monday of every month at Beth El. Get a

dose of Torah and a scrumptious lunch for just $5. To RSVP,

contact Roger Rubin at bikingdad@msn.com.

Next studies: December 5th and 19th.

“Am I A Good Jew?”
Join visiting JTS Scholar, Rabbi Abigail Treu for a series of

discussions on God, Revelation, Who Wrote the Torah, and

Why Knowing What You Think Can Change Your Life at 4:00

p.m. on Mondays - December 12, January 30 and March 12 -

at Beth El. For more information, contact Rabbi Davis at 952-

873-7300.

Siddur Hebrew Literacy 
Navigating the siddur and “prayerbook Hebrew” class begin-

ning after the first of the year. Contact Cantor Abrams at

aabrams@bethelsynagogue.org or 952-873-7300 for more

information.

The Beth El Choir will be at Knollwood on the 
following dates:
December 16, January 13, February 10,

March 9, April 20, and May 11

We welcome our newest members! 
B’rukhim Habaim!

Clarice Cutts
McKenzie Brink

Dana Rees & Ivan Guzman, Andre , Leonardo 
Mary Chanen Smith

Scott Miller
Susan Rees

the solution requires difficult choices and thoughtful pri-

oritization. 

The sainted Rav Kook, Israel’s first chief rabbi, intro-

duced PE into yeshiva curricula saying, “When Jewish

children will be strong, sound and healthy, the air of the

world will become holy and pure.” I think he is right but

only when Torah outshines touchdowns, God overshad-

ows goals and when hesed is more than a half-time activ-

ity. Then will a light originally lit by the Maccabees con-

tinue to brighten our lives whether we cheer in Arden

Hills or downtown.

The Maccabees Versus The Vikings 
continued from previous page
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These are some of my favorite lyrics from one

of my favorite songs, “Loves Me Like a Rock”

by Paul Simon (of Simon and Garfunkel fame):

When I was a little boy, 
(when I was just a boy) 
And the devil would call my name 
(when I was just a boy) 
I'd say, "Now who do, 
Who do you think you're fooling? " 
(when I was just a boy)

Well, when I was just a boy at Beth El, in Bar Mitzvah training, the devil

did call my name from time to time… to tell the truth, almost every

Saturday morning at shul.  Anyone who knows me would not find that

too shocking.

I’d like to share with you one escapade of mischief that in retrospect is

comical, but was obviously wrong.

Some of my friends and I discovered, that in the old chapel, when we

rubbed the red carpet, fuzz came off.  This was cool.   We used to sit in

services and scrape the carpet with the edges of our shoes, creating lots

of red fuzz balls.

Over the weeks we had accumulated quite a bit of the stuff and we need-

ed to do something with our exquisite collection of red fuzz.   We found

the perfect location. There was a large arrangement of artificial flowers

that sat on the front of the bima.  We secretly, methodically and careful-

ly filled every single flower with our fuzz balls.  We were quite proud of

our little prank and believe it or not, the flowers looked pretty good. 

In fact, they looked so good, that one day, some adult  took the flowers

and placed them on the bima in the main sanctuary!  We were delighted.

Unfortunately for us, eventually, someone noticed our floral handiwork

(I should say footwork) and was not delighted.  I think we were caught

in part, because our shoes were falling apart and covered in red fuzz,

raising the suspicion of some of our moms.

Anyway, that was the end of our fun -- at least in the chapel.

What in the world does this have to do with Hanukkah?  One of the

main reasons we celebrate the holiday is to commemorate the rededica-

tion of the Temple.  In the last year, we have dedicated our new build-

ing at Beth El.  This project was a huge investment of many millions of

dollars donated by our generous congregation.

The results speak for themselves. The compliments have poured in and

we have a new beautiful home that we hope will last us for decades.  We

are like the Maccabees who cleansed and renovated the Temple, look-

ing forward to a bright future. 

But we have a problem and need your help.  Just as when I was a boy,

the devil continues to call the name of some of our kids and we have

already experienced some damage to our new spaces.

a message from our president `iypdn

The Devil Would Call My Name & Hanukkah
by Gil Mann, Beth El President

We aren’t surprised, because kids will be kids.  We

understand this and we love kids at Beth El.  We

cherish the energy and life they bring to our shul.  We

also want kids to love to be at Beth El too.  We want

them to have fun but at the same time we need them

to be respectful of our building and others.

Please help us.  If you see kids jumping on furniture

(as kids will do,) carrying food around the building

(as kids will do,) or in general messing around inap-

propriately, (as kids will do), please ask them NICE-

LY to stop and offer them an alternative behavior.

For example, say “I am glad you are at Beth El and I

want you to have fun here, but please don’t jump on

the cushions because people need to sit on them,

jump in the gym instead; or eat your food in the

social hall instead etc.”  

In addition to these kinds of wear and tear concerns,

we have had some goofing around problems of late.

For example, one day, some kid or kids locked all the

stalls in one of our bathroom.  (My brother-in-law

told me “this shouldn’t be a problem as our congre-

gants have gotten used to not having bathrooms to

use.”)  We are also having problems with kids both-

ering others by their endless or loud talking in the

sanctuary during services.   

For all of these issues, we need help from our parents

and grandparents to guide our kids.  In addition, any

congregant can and should speak with kids when

behavior is out of line and teach them gently yet

firmly.  

Again, we want our kids here and we want them to

enjoy their time.  But when the devil calls their name,

we need our congregants to be angels and help them

get back on high road.  We should be guided by these

additional lyrics from Paul Simon’s “Love Me Like a

Rock:”

My mama loves me, she loves me 
She get down on her knees and hug me 
Like she loves me like a rock 
She rocks me like the rock of ages 
And loves me
Thank you and happy Hanukkah!
PS When I wrote this column, I did not realize the

coincidence that in this song is the phrase “rock of

ages” translation in Hebrew:  Maoz Tzur!   Yet anoth-

er connection to Hanukkah.



December is always a busy month for

Aleph Preschool. Our children decorate

their classrooms and hallways with their

magnificent art work in anticipation of

Hanukkah. It is a lively and exciting month.

Please join us for a Musical Shabbat on

December 2nd at 9:30 am in the Fiterman Chapel. It is always a

lovely way to start Shabbat. We are grateful to the Beth El's

Women's League for sponsoring the refreshments each month.

HMJDS (Heilicher Minneapolis Jewish Day School) will visit on

December 5th, for  Hanukkah programming with our children. It

is part of the "My Jewish Year" series.

"Dads and Dreidels and all Special People" will take place on

December 9th. The children's "special guests" are invited to spend

time in their classrooms. The morning is filled with Hanukkah fes-

tivities, arts and crafts, singing and would not be complete without

treats to eat. 

Living Legacy visits us on December 14th, with an olive press

demonstration. The children will be able to participate in pressing

the olives to make olive oil for the Hanukiah.

Our next Parent Committee Meeting takes place at the Aleph

Preschool, 9:30 am, December 14th. Please join us to help plan the

many upcoming events and fundraisers scheduled for the school

year.

A Message from the Director
Karen Burton, Aleph Preschool Director

xrepe �jepig education and youth
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We invite you to join us for our annual Hanukkah Shabbat

Dinner on December 16th. Everyone enjoys the relaxed

atmosphere, children's service, delicious food and special

activities for the children. Please be sure to mark your

calendars. Space is limited. See pg 14 for details.

Wrapping up the month we will have an all school

Hanukkah celebration on December 21st. Each class will

entertain us with a melody of Hanukkah songs and

dances.

Aleph Preschool registration packets will be mailed out

this month for the 2012-2013 school year. To request a

packet, please call 952-873-7320 or email:

kburton@bethelsynagogue.org

We have begun the Hag Sameach Program gift collection

drive which we participate in each year. The Hag

Sameach (Happy Holidays) program at the Jewish Family

and Children's Service of Minneapolis (JFCS) has pro-

vided holiday gifts to referred families for many years.

Aleph Preschool is proud to support this special program.

We have a box next to the Reading Nook for you to

donate new, unwrapped children's gifts. We thank you in

advance for your generous donations.

Teachers and children will take time to relax and enjoy

Winter Break. Aleph Preschool resumes on Tuesday,

January 3rd, 2012. 



6 e

Youth Department Presents ‘Beauty and the Beast’
Mollie Feldman, Youth Director

After six weeks of hard work and bonding, the USY

Play is about to be a finished product! The cast and

crew for ‘Beauty and the Beast’ have worked hard since

October 16, and now is the chance to honor the efforts

of our participants by attending the performances and showing your support.

The play isn’t the only way to be involved in December, keep these other

events on your calendar: 

ISRAEL SUMMER PROGRAM INFO NIGHT: December 1, 6pm –

Want to learn more about summer trips in Israel? A Twin Cities Information

Night will be held at Beth Jacob Congregation (1179 Victoria Curve, St.

Paul) with Ben Varon, the Recruitment Coordinator for USY Summer

Programs. 

USY ‘BRINGS IT TO LIFE’: December 3, 7-9pm – USY will take a new

approach to celebrating Hanukkah. Come with your friends for food, prizes,

and a hilarious performance by the USY board.

KADIMAH & B’RESHEET HANUKKAH EXTRAVAGANZA:

December 4, 1:30-3pm – Don’t miss this holiday tournament with plenty of

food, prizes, and entertainment! Join a group of your friends to compete in

different challenges from pie-eating to trivia, or just relax and have snack –

there will be something for everyone!

USY PRESENTS, ‘BEAUTY AND THE BEAST’: Come support the

group of 7-12th in the USY Play! Performances are as follows:

- Thursday, December 15 @ 7:00 p.m.

- Saturday, December 17 @ 7:30 p.m. *USY Night*

- Sunday, December 18 @ 2:00 p.m. *Character brunch for kids at 1:00 p.m.*

To reserve and purchase tickets for a performance or the character brunch,

please visit www.besyn.org/usy-play.

Looking Ahead...
• JAN. 8: BOWLING. Show off your bowling skills at The Park Tavern

bowling alley! This event is for B’resheet and Kadimah, cost is $13 per per-

son, and you can RSVP online at www.besyn.org/berusy. (The Park Tavern,

3401 Louisiana Ave S, St. Louis Park)

• JAN. 14: BETH JACOB USY PLAY NIGHT

• JAN. 17: USY SPA-GHETTI LOUNGE NIGHT. Take an hour to

escape stress from finals to have dinner with friends and enjoy a compli-

mentary spa service. 

• JAN. 29: USY WINTER LUAU. Cold weather getting you down?

Warm up at the USY Winter Luau. Come for an island party complete with

beach games and ‘cocktails!’ The luau will be open to USY, Kadimah, and

B’resheet at different times during the day – stay tuned for details! 

Check online at www.besyn.org/berusy for additional

events and details! Want information about volunteering

with the Youth Department? Contact Mollie Feldman:

mollie@bethelusy.org, (952)873-7330. 

Important 2011-2012 TaRBuT Dates
Dec. 10 TaRBuT Parents' Hour

Dec.  24-31 NO Sessions - WINTER BREAK

Jan. 7 NO Session - WINTER BREAK

Feb. 18 NO Session - 

PRESIDENT’S DAY

March 31 Grandparents & Special People Day

April 14 & 24 NO Session - PASSOVER

May 12 Session #28 - TaRBuT Parents' Hr

May 19 Session #29 - Shabbat Hinukh

education and youth  xrepe � � jepig

Lihyot B’Kesher Sends
Out Eco-friendly
Hanukkah Gifts

Lihyot B’kesher’s second package of the

year reached our young adults in time for

Hanukkah. Knowing that our young

adults care about the environment, we

sent a popular-styled eco-friendly drink-

ing cup that’s popping up on campuses

nationwide. Of course no package is

complete without a few treats so we

included some Hanukkah chocolate, too.

Several more mailings are planned for

the year including a festive package for

Purim. 

It is the goal of Lihyot B’kesher,

Beth El’s “Keep in Touch” committee, to

maintain contact with our young adults

through age 25, whether they are away at

school, living at home or on their own.

To cover costs, registration is $36 for

one young adult ($60 for 2, $72 for 3 or

more).  

Questions?  Contact the Lihyot B’kesher

co-chairs: Marlee Kaminsky at

m a r l e e . k a m i n s k y @ g m a i l . c o m ,

952-449-9410 or Julie Weisberg at

jbweis12@aol.com, 763-557-6629.
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December 3, 2011 • 7 Kislev 5772 • Va’yeitzei

RUTH KAYLA HOPE

Daughter of Anne & Bruce Hope

Honoring Ruth on her bat mitzvah, Judy & Bevan Marvy and Sharon & Bill Hope
will be sponsoring the Kiddush and her parents will be sponsoring the congrega-
tional Shabbat Lunch.

Mitzvah Program: I observe many mitzvot in my home on a regular basis such as keeping kosher, observing
shabbat, and chagim.  I enjoy helping to set up the family sukkah each year and help clean for Pesah.  I really
have enjoyed participating in VOICE, a day of service at the HMJDS each year, which includes packing meals
for Feed My Starving Children.  Recently, I helped unload the truck full of food at STEP following the Yom Kippur
Food Drive.I look forward to performing many more mitzvot in the future.

vbju lurc ,c tbhhrc gkhhe ,ur

Celebrating Bnai Mitzvah...

December 10, 2011 • 14 Kislev 5772 • Va’yishlah

ARIELLE BUSLOVICH

Daughter of Dina & Lev Buslovich

Honoring Arielle on her bat mitzvah, Genya and Joseph Buslovich, Estelle Weiss
and Steve Shamblott will be sponsoring the Kiddush.

Mitzvah Program: I was born at 8 ½ weeks early. Even though I was only 3lbs 9oz, my parents were told I was big
and healthy for being a preemie. I was in the Special Care Nursery at Children’s Hospital for 4 weeks before I could
go home. For my mitzvah project I wanted to give back to the Special Care Nursery. I am too young to help on the
unit but, I was able to volunteer for a 3K walk at the Fair Grounds to raise money for all of the amazing kids and
staff. I met so many kids who were preemies like me. I got to show others how I grew up healthy and strong. Also,
I am collecting videos and games from neighbors and friends. The money raised will help get items on the Hospital
wish list. Part of my Bat Mitzvah money will also be donated to help other kids who need the care that I got. 

vfkn vhju ck ,c kthrt

December 17, 2011 • 21 Kislev 5772 • Va’yeishev

JORDAN ELLIOT LEHMAN

Son of Deborah & Todd Lehman

Honoring Jordan on his bar mitzvah, his parents and grandfather, Dr. Lowell Baker
will be sponsoring the Kiddush and the congregational Shabbat luncheon.

Mitzvah Program: One mitzvah that I enjoyed doing and meant a lot to me was visiting the Sholom Home. We
played Jeopardy and it was a fun activity. I also felt good about unloading trucks of food at STEP. My main mitz-
vah project revolves around something very important to me…food. I love breakfast food and feel all kids should
have the opportunity to start their day out right. I am contributing non-perishable breakfast items to the food pro-
gram at People Serving People.

vbauau hj ktuna ic ksbn

January 7, 2011 • 12 Tevet 5772 • Va’yehi

TAYLOR ROSENZWEIG

Daughter of Barbara & Barry Rosenzweig

Honoring Taylor on her bat mitzvah, her grandparents, Henry & Gertrude Goldstein
and Jean Rosenzweig will be sponsoring the Kiddush.

Mitzvah Program: I volunteered and assisted residents at the Sholom Home. I enjoyed discussing Jewish tra-
ditions with the elders.  I liked knowing that everyone is capable of continuing to learn. One of my favorite mitzvot
was volunteering in school assisting children with special needs. I loved getting to know the students and help-
ing them to feel comfortable. I have a special interest in studying the Holocaust since my late grandfather, Ben
Rosenzweig, was a survivor. I enjoyed learning from him and now I help to teach others. I will continue to per-
form mitzvot, because it makes me feel good and I know it makes others feel great! 

vfrcu cus ,c hngb vph

miigd xefgn�life cycles

• Greg Pomish and family on the loss of
his stepfather, Bernard Feiler.
• Judy Wolson and family on the loss of
her mother, Sari Robins.
• Michael Bolnick and family on the loss
of his father, Arthur Bolnick.
• Hy Glasser and family on the loss of his
sister, Lille Glasser Rosen.

Condolences to (members in bold)... 

�
Anniversaries 

Mazal Tov!
Dr. Charles & Doris Gay Moldow

December 4  . . . . . .45th
Perry & Cindy Witkin

December 6  . . . . . .. 30th
Colin Smith & Wendy Lovell-Smith

December 8  . . . . . .. 15th
Marc Meirovitz & Caron Rubin

December 8  . . . . . . 20th
Zhan & Anna Berkovich

December 16  . . . . . 55th
Steven & Gail Katz

December 18  . . . . . 45th
Joseph & Helen Abrahamson

December 25  . . . . .65th
Dr. Howard & Heidi Gilbert

December 28  . . . . . 45th
Lee & Barbara Resnick

December 31  . . . . .50th

• Helen & Don Rosen on their 70th wed-
ding anniversary on October 21st.
Married in 1941, they have four children:
Sharon (Joel) Waller, Larry (Linda) Rosen,
Leenie (Jim) Gantman, Bonnie (Ed) Engler;
11 grandchildren and 19 great-grand-
children. These lovebirds are each 90
years old and still nesting!

• Marlee & Dan Mogelson on the birth of
their son, Jack on October 27th.

• Nina & Bryan Badzin on the birth of
their son, Nathan on November 6th.

• Shanna Baumgarten on her engage-
ment to David Jadwin (Chicago). Parents
of Shanna are Mary & Jack Baumgarten.

Mazal Tov to... 

December 10th: David, Audrey, Rachel
and Sally Abrams, Stan Eisenstein,
Chaya, Jon and Eve Sulman and Marvin
Eisenstein are sponsoring the Kiddush in
honor of their mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother and wife, Annette Eisenstein,
on the occasion of her 80th birthday.

S’mahot (members in bold)... 



Socks for Tzedakah Drive 
On Sunday, December 25, 2011

volunteers from Beth El will join

volunteers from Adath Jeshurun,

Bet Shalom and Temple Israel to

provide a delicious holiday meal

at our Loaves and Fishes site in

South Minneapolis. We will serve

200-250 guests, mostly adult

men. This will be our fifth year

providing this meal for people with no where else to go on this holiday. 

Each year we have asked Beth El members to consider donating warm

new socks as gifts for our guests. The gratitude of these guests, many of

whom spend their days walking the cold, wet streets of Minneapolis, is

touching. Many of our guests have been moved to tears by your generos-

ity in past years. We have been able to bring as many as 800 pairs of warm

new socks as gifts. 

You can provide this simple comfort for people struggling with issues of

poverty and homelessness. We are asking that you consider purchasing

multi packs or individual pairs of socks and donating them by putting

them in boxes that will be provided at Beth El's main entrance (by the ele-

vator) and by the Aleph School classrooms. Wool blends are most popular

due to their ability to wick moisture away when they become wet, but all

socks will be gratefully received. Thank you for considering this mitzvah.

gemilat hesed cqg zlinb�zpit

Pack for Feed My Starving Children
Do you have a couple hours to help with a

critical need?  Please volunteer to pack meal

packets at Feed My Starving Children in

Chanhassen!  Packing will be done every

other month and all are welcome to help

(young children recommended to be at least

in 3rd grade and accompanied by an adult).

Food is then delivered to countries in need

worldwide. For more information or to volun-

teer, please contact Norma Kaplan at ska-

plan6@comcast.net or 612-584-3099.  The

next opportunity to pack food will be

Tuesday, January 24, 6:00-7:30 p.m., in

Chanhassen.  After that we will again pack

food on Tuesday, March 20, 6:00-7:30 pm., in

Chanhassen.

Loaves & Fishes
We help provide a wonderful meal for people

in need in South Minneapolis. Call Diana

Rosen at 952-922-7389 to reserve a place on

our serving team. The next opportunity to

serve will be from 5:00-7:00 p.m. on Tuesday,

January 24, 2012.

Learn more about Gemilat Hesed at
bethelsynagogue.org/acts-of-kindness
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SHABBAT TRANSPORTATION

SERVICE
Volunteers are needed to provide transporta-

tion to Beth El from Knollwood Place. If you

are able to drive two Knollwood residents to

Shabbat Services once or twice a month,

please contact Margie Goldfine at smmaa-

home@aol.com.

KNEAD A HAND!
We need volunteers to pick up and deliver daily

leftover baked goods from Seven Stars Coffee

Shop  to local food shelves such as PRISM,

located in Golden Valley, Sabathani Community

Center in Minneapolis and The Greater

Minneapolis Crisis Nursery. If you would like to

volunteer   for this mitzvah, even one day a

month, contact Jo Ann Gruesner at jgrues-

ner@gmail.com.

Do you need 
a hand? 

We’re here!
Call our hotline at 

952-873-7300 x 7350

Can you lend a hand?
We need you!

Contact Jo Ann Gruesner at 

jgruesner@gmail.com

or call 952-873-7300 x 7350



Women’s League News
Submitted by Karen Rubin, President

Women’s League had a busy November.

We started with a bang. Shayne Karasov planned

a great program with Beth Pearlman, the produc-

er for Andrew Zimmern.  She really helped us understand what

is happening in the media. Joyce Prohofsky worked with Spirit

of Asia to guarantee a great meal. Thank you also to Helen

Resig and Chick Held for their help with the luncheon.

On November 29th we had our annual Kibbitz & Play.  Marion

Dorfman and Myrna Feldman made sure everyone had a great

time with games, conversation and delicious fare!  

BOARD MEETINGS: Please remember that our board meet-

ings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month.  They are open

to all Women’s League members. Freada Golden always

makes sure that our hostesses have goodies galore for us to eat.

It is well worth the effort to join us.  Please let me know if you

plan to attend, so we can save a place at the table for you!

committees & affiliates  

h �9

SHABBAT MORNING GREETERS: Each Shabbat

Artice Silverman organizes Shabbat Greeters.  You do

not need to be a Women’s League member, or even a

woman, to volunteer.  If you would like to volunteer as a

greeter, please give Artie a call.

POTATO KNISHES: Potato knishes are available all

year. Please call Ronnie Burstein at 763-544-4974 to

place your order.

TORAH FUND CARDS: We are happy to provide a

variety of note cards for purchase, benefitting the Torah

Fund Scholarship Program. We offer lovely cards for

simchas, get well and speedy recovery, thinking of you,

sympathy and in memory of.  The cards are $5.00 each.

Members can mail their checks to Bobbi Friedman, 6495

Forestview Lane North, Maple Grove, MN 55369. For

more information, call Bobbi at 763-544-5489. 

Still time to contribute to this year’s Torah Fund
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YAD HAZAKAH AWARDS Shabbat B’reishit 5772/2011
Last Shabbat B’reishit, we presented the twenty-seventh annual Yad Hazakah awards to Beth El Torah readers for their signif-

icant contribution throughout the year. Each recipient had fulfilled the requirement of reading a minimum of seven aliyot. We

are committed to cultivating our skilled readers and to honoring them in this fashion. We thank our synagogue lay leadership

along with Marilyn Sussman, our M’rakezet (Torah Reading Coordinator) whose dedication makes this program work.

We also acknowledge the establishment six years ago of the “Judy Silverman Memorial Yad Hazakah Program Fund” which

financially supports Yad Hazakah. Judy, aleha hashalom, was an outstanding social worker with Jewish Family and Children’s

Service for most of her career, and the consummate Torah reader here at Beth El Synagogue. The Fund itself was initiated by

Marion Gepner, Judy’s mother; Orlin Silverman, Judy’s husband; and their children in loving memory. We thank all of them for

their generosity. 

Congratulations to all the members of Hevrat Yad Hazakah!  All of these Torah readers are very dedicated and have spent much

time and worked very hard to attain quality Torah readings. Their hard work and service to our congregation is very much appre-

ciated. 

Thank you and Mazal Tov!

 1st Year Recipients 
Yair Emanuel Yad, Certificate, 

silver engraved disc
Deb Deutsch

Shayan Gilbert Burke
Bruce Campbell
Jamie Halper
Jordan Klein
Delia Koolick

Shoshana Leviton
Mike Tilton

Emily Weinberg
AJ Yablonsky

2nd Year Recipients 
Korein Tikkun

Danny Goldstein
David Hope

3rd Year Recipients 
Simanim Tikkun 5 Vol.

Chris Brand
Rabbi Avi Olitzky

4th Year Recipients 
Linear Rashi-B’reishit

Zackary Gilbert Burke
Caleb Hausman

5th Year Recipients 
Linear Rashi-Shemot

Louise Ribnick

6th Year Recipients 
Linear Rashi-Vayikra

Steve Blehert
7th Year Recipients

Linear Rashi-B’midbar
Jesse Klein
Randi Rose

8th Year Recipients 
Linear Rashi-D’varim

Cantor Audrey Abrams
Amy Stern
Eli Witkin

9th Year Recipients 
The Jewish Book of Why—

The Torah
Joshua Klein

Joe Rine

10th Year Recipient 
Kippah

Rachel Klein
Dana Yugend-Pepper

Janet Shanedling

11th Year Recipient 
Studies in B’reishit

Sid Konikoff
Larry Pepper

12th Year Recipient 
Studies in Shemot Part One
Rabbi Alexander Davis
Beverlee Rockler Fine

13th Year Recipient
Studies in Shemot Part Two

Steve Rose

16th Year Recipient
Studies in Bemidbar

Jenny Hage

19th Year Recipients
Simanim Tikkun
Richard Ozer
Cindy Witkin

20th Year Recipient** 
Chanting the Hebrew Bible—The

Complete Guide to the Art of
Cantillation

Ken Goldfarb

21st Year Recipient 
Etz Hayim

Ron Plotsker

23rd  Year Recipient 
Or Hadash

Pennie Shapiro

24th Year Recipient 
Seder K’riat HaTorah

Richard Spiegel

25th Year Recipent
Mahzor Lev Shalem

Jim Bukstein

26th Year Recipients
Shabbat at Home

Michael Blehert
Harriette Burstein

27th Year Recipient
Special Surprise

Adina Goldstein

xeaiva �community

What is the Hag Sameach Program?
Hag Sameach has provided holiday gifts for 19 years to

referred families and individuals who are in need or isolated.

Please drop off donations any time at JFCS (13100 Wayzata

Blvd) through December 16 at the drop box by the Aleph

Preschool or the Sabes JCC. What is needed? Monetary

donations, theater tickets and gift cards are greatly appreci-

ated. All donations, including new unwrapped gifts, are

accepted year-round. For more information, contact Joanne

Savitt, Hag Sameach Coordinator, at 952-542-4870 or

jsavitt@jfcsmpls.org. 

Camp Ramah...Where fun and friendship
build Jewish lives.
Enrolling now...Camp Ramah in Wisconsin located in

Conover, Wisconsin. Camp Ramah is committed to fun and

learning in an environment where Hebrew and Jewish val-

ues are integrated into the daily camp activities of swim-

ming, sports and making friends. For children who will be

in 4th grade through 11th grade next fall. For more infor-

mation, contact Barrie Orloff, Twin Cities Ramah

Representative, at borloff@ramahwisconsin.com. Check

out the website and Ramah video at www.ramahwiscon-

sin.com. 

dcear�spirituality
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Cantor Abrams Celebrate the Arts Fund
In Honor of Jason & Hope Garvis On The Occasion Of Their Wedding

Michael S. & Rachel (Cookie) Goldman

Greater Beth El
For Speedy Recovery of Boris Peisahodin

Anthony & Elena Spector
In Honor of Clair “Pokey” Katz’s Special Birthday

Lawrence & Michelle Shapiro
In Honor of Marilyn Weisberg

New Brighton United Church of Christ
In Memory of Charlotte Shapiro

Harold & Susan Koritz
Lawrence & Michelle Shapiro

In Memory of Honey Dobrin
Dr. Harvey & Donna Leviton

In Memory of Nancy Kaplan
Jerry Rosenzweig

In Memory of Paul Stein
In Memory of Sally Levitan

Dr. Phillip & Bobby Bloom

Hannah Bialick Yom Shalaim Fund
In Memory of Vivian Calmenson

Bruce & Merrie Forstein

Jacob & Ann Scherling Scholarship Fund
In Honor of Jon And Raleigh Segal’s Special Anniversary

Harold & Eileen Scherling

Jeff & Lisa Gottstein Technology Fund
In Memory of Nancy Kaplan
In Memory of Sari Robins

Jerry & Carrie Gottstein

Prayer Book/Sanctuary Fund
In Memory of Mother of Susan Feinstein

Dr. Felix & Muriel Zwiebel

Abelson-Aronson Endowment Fund
In honor of  the 15th anniversary of Colin Smith & Wendy Lovell-Smith
In honor of  the 20th anniversary of Marc Meirovitz & Caron Rubin
In honor of  the 30th anniversary of Perry & Cindy Witkin
In honor of  the 45th anniversary of Dr. Howard & Heidi Gilbert
In honor of  the 45th anniversary of Steven & Gail Katz
In honor of  the 45th anniversary of Dr. Charles & Doris Gay Moldow
In honor of  the 50th anniversary of Lee & Barbara Resnick
In honor of  the 55th anniversary of Zhan & Anna Berkovich
In honor of  the 65th anniversary of Joseph & Helen Abrahamson
In memory of Arthur Bolnick
In memory of Bernard Feiler
In memory of Nancy Kaplan

Rabbi Kassel Abelson
In Honor of Rabbi Abelson In Appreciation For Your 60 Years In The
Rabbinate

Harvey & Arlene Kase
Rabbi Kassel Abelson USY Leadership Fund
In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Samuel Herman
In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Max Sigal
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Josie Berman
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Cha Hixon
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Imara Hixon

Rabbi Kassel Abelson
In Memory of Arnie Feinberg

Gerald & Marilyn Lapides

Rabbi Olitzky Discretionary Fund
In Appreciation of Rabbi Avi Olitzky

James & Susan Walder

Rose & Sol Bukstein Sukkah Fund
In Honor of The Birth of Delilah Rose

Harvey & Arlene Kase

Summer Pilgrim Experience in Israel Fund
Mazel Tov On Debbie Stein’s Marriage

Marshall & Paula Lehman

The Judy Silverman Memorial Yad Hazakah Program Fund
In Memory of Vicki Walzer

Dr. Gary Goldish & Dr. Bonnie Bongard

The Artice & Morton Silverman Education Fund
In Honor of Barb And Lee Bearmon’s 50th Anniversary

Morton & Artice Silverman

The Barbara D. & Lee Bearmon Adult Education “Etz Hayim”
Fund
Happy Anniversary to Barbara And Lee Bearmon On Their 50th

Michael & Susan Blehert
Sylvia Bearman

In Honor of Barb And Lee Bearmon’s 50th Wedding Anniversary
Jeffrey & Cindy Goldish

Mazel Tov On The 50th Anniversary Of Barbara And Lee Bearmon
Dr. Gary Goldish & Dr. Bonnie Bongard

The Daryle Silver Aleph School Fund
In Memory of Helen Dobrin

Dr. Stephen & Bonnie Litton
In Memory of Sally B. Levitan

Barry & Carolyn Gerr
Eleanor Gantman
Aimee & Noah Feldman
Alan & Gloria Stein
Ardis & Fred Blumenthal
Babe & Norm Wartnick
Barbara Linoff
David & Dana Gustafson
David & Karen Katz
David & Nancy Goldstein
Diane & Louie Goldenberg
Dr. H. Irving & Karen Katz
Jennifer, Rob & Sydney Schwartz
Jory Herman
Lauren & Connie Clayman
Lucille Abramovitz
Lynn & Howard Goldman
Marilyn & Larry Barenbaum
Mark & Usha Abramovitz
Melvin & Ronnie Burstein
Richard & Nancee Blum
Rita Weiss
Sharon Zweigbaum
Terry & Mitzi Kane
The 4 Fines, Bob, Betsy, Sydney, Abbi
Judge Allen & Marcia Oleisky

The Dobrin Family Scholarship Fund
In Memory of Helen “Honey” Dobrin

Diane & Louie Goldenberg
Jeff Kivens
Susie & Mitch Harris, Candice & Randy Mann

In Memory of Helen Dobrin
Ardis & Fred Blumenthal
Morsekode
Pearl & Daniel Berdass

In Memory of Honey Dobrin
David & Carol Rosenblatt
Dr. Dale & Lois Dobrin
Dr. Howard & Heidi Gilbert
Judge Allen & Marcia Oleisky
Marvin & Fran Burstein, family & friends
Rabbi Avraham Ettedgui & Linda Brody
Stuart & Carolyn Bloom
Tony & Alli Rubin

In Memory of Sally Levitan
Dr. Stephen & Bonnie Litton

The Fay & Leonard Ribnick Program Fund
In Appreciation of Debbie and Gil Mann

Dr. Cory & Dana Herman

The Irve & Sari Robins Bema Fund
In Memory of Sari Robins

Andrea & David Orenstein
Barbara and Norman Fishman
Carol Gurstelle
Dr. Aaron & Judith Nathenson
Elaine & Rick Rosen
Jan & Marcia Black
Jerry & Joey Laurie
Karen & David Strauss
Leslie & Ansel Gardner
Melissa Cohen Silberman & Sheldon Silberman
Michael & Linda Platt
Paula & Bob Maisel
Roisin & Gary Laskin
Sylvia Walzer
Terry & Mitzi Kane

The Mandelbaum USY Essay Fund
In Memory of Lee Sudit
In Memory of Rosalie Laboe

Dennis & Marcie Ashenfarb

The Martha & Simon Cohen College Program Fund
In Honor of The 55th Wedding Anniversary Of Mr. and Mrs. G.
Grossman
In Honor of The 65th Wedding Anniversary of Mr. And Mrs.
Harvey Soltan

Kaye Goldberg

The Michael & Nancy  Schoenberger Camp Ramah
Scholarship Fund
In Honor of The 65th Anniversary Of Rita And Harvey Soltan
Mazel Tov On Leigh And David’s Marriage

Michael & Nancy Schoenberger

The Morris & Hilda Berman Fund General Scholarship Fund
In Memory of Nancy Kaplan

Sander Berman

provide an important source of income, enabling Beth El to offer added services and pro-
grams and to make improvements to the facility. You can honor or remember family members and friends or special events with contributions to any of
the Beth El Endowment Funds or Program Funds. Send donations to: Beth El Synagogue, 5224 West 26th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55416. Indicate the
fund to which you want to contribute, the purpose of the contribution, and to whom you would like an acknowledgement sent. A complete listing of funds
are available by calling the front desk at 952-873-7300 or donate online at www.bethelsynagogue.org (click on “Donate”) If you would like to estab-
lish a new fund in your name or in the name of a loved one, please contact Marilyn Weisberg at Beth El, at 952-873-7303.

Beth El Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Contributions
This list reflects donations made to funds from October 1-October 31, 2011 Contributions received after October 31, 2011 will be listed in the
January 2012 issue of the Shofar. If you do not want your name listed, please include a note when you make your contribution.

Beth El Endowments and Program Funds
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The Murray and Marlene Brandys Family Fund
In Memory of Murray Brandys

Barry Nash
Betty & Herman Snyder
David Sanders
Dr. Joe Rine
Elaine Weber
Harvey & Arlene Kase
Jane & David Broude
Lenore Nash

The Nathan Gottesman Torah Fund
In Memory of Eleanor Rosoff

David Gottesman & Rebecca Fox
Debra Gottesman

The Quentin Dachis Playground Fund
In Memory of David Dachis

Sharon Tapper

The Roberta Weber Congregational Nurse Fund
In Honor of The Engagement Of Sara Weber And Marc Warren

Philip & Chana Weber

The Sally & Sam Greenberg Herzl Camp Scholarship Fund
In Honor of Mr. And Mrs. Donald Rosen’s 70th Anniversary
In Memory of Honey Dobrin

Harley & Ellen Greenberg

The Seiler-Newman Bema Fund
In Honor of Cantor Neil And Saranee Newman’s Granddaughter
Tamar’s Bat Mitzvah

Fred & Harriette Burstein

The Shirley R. Abelson Aleph School Fund
In Memory of Paul Stein

Judge Allen & Marcia Oleisky
In Memory of Vicki Walzer
In Memory of Vivian Calmenson

Stephan & Anne Devitt
In honor of the birth of the son of Bryan & Nina Badzin
In honor of the birth of Jack Israel Mogelson

Rabbi Kassel Abelson

The Sophie & Jerome Teener Fund
In Honor of Special Birthday of Natalie Shapiro
In Memory of Ann Brochin
In Memory of Murray Brandys

Sophie Teener

"The Life has ended, but the light can never be extinguished"

It is our custom at Beth El to memorialize our departed loved ones 
with memorial plaques. These beautiful plaques are placed in 
the memorial alcove outside of the Fiterman Chapel for the 
entire first year and then the entire month of the Yahrzeit date 
each year after that.

The cost of a plaque is $500, with the proceeds 
supporting programs at Beth El throughout the year.

Please contact Marilyn Weisberg at 952-873-7303 
for more information or to order a plaque.

Tributes continued

Memorial Plaques

Joan Abelson
Rabbi Kassel Abelson

Lowell Bank
Shirlee Bank

Sam Bass
Ruth Kasdan

Aaron Bearmon
Samuel Goldish

Lee & Barbara Bearmon
Rose Berezovsky

Dr. Lowell Baker
Gladys Bergquist

Dennis Bergquist
Joseph Bunin

Kiva & Alla Bunin
Perry Burke

Esther Burke
Harry Charney

Glenn Charney
John Henry Clark

Mary Burland
Richard John Clark

Mary Burland
Edythe Cohen

Harry & Terry Cohen
Esther Davis

Dr. Aaron & Judith Nathenson
June Dobrin

Dr. Dale & Lois Dobrin
Norman Dodd

Judy Dodd
David Samuel Eiger

Barbara Eiger
Julius Gerb
Louis Gerb

Mrs. Jerome (Sophie) Teener
Max Gittelson

Eugene & Sally Gittelson
Bessie Glasser
Miriam Glasser

Hy Glasser
Dr. Sally Kahen Goldberg Goldberg

Max Goldberg
Michael Goldman

Marilyn Goldman
Sam Greenberg

Philip & Rivel Greenberg
Larry Groll

Sylvia Field
Barrie Haskovitz

Harold Haskovitz

In memory of:
Contributed by:

Jacob Heisner
Jack & Mary Baumgarten

Samuel Held
Joel & Lois Held

John Herseth
Stephan & Anne Devitt

David Jagoda
Louis & Shirley Jurisz

Lawrence Kaiser
Sonia Kaiser

Dr. Harold & Ruth Kaiser
Harvey & Mary Katzovitz

Aaron & Marcia Pinkus
Leo Krasner

Ross & Judith Dworsky
Lois Lavick

Joseph & Sharon Fischman
Harry Lebow

Marshall & Carole Lebow
Frieda Levy

Ellis S. & Riva Nolley
Vera Makarenko

Simon & Leah Temkin
Sherman Marrinson

Bill & Sharon Torodor
Joseph Nash

Barry Nash
Rose Olkon

Ellis & Nancy Olkon
Sylvan Orloff

Arnold & Anne Orloff
Sally Ozwoeld

Dr. Dale & Lois Dobrin
Bernard Rosenberg

Anne Rosenberg
Joyce Segelbaum
Lawrence Zweig

Charles & Amy Segelbaum
Wesley Siegel

Lois Siegel
James Snyder

Janet Snyder
Sarra Steinman

Gennadiy & Mayya Babiner
Ruth Stern

Gunther Stern
Natalie Wyles

Roz Wyles

Yahrzeit Contributions

The Torodor-Levy Family General Scholarship Fund
In Honor of Helen And Don Rosen’s 70th Wedding
Anniversary
In Honor of Jerry And Margaret Kaufman’s Grandchild
In Honor of Samuel Aaron Herman’s Bar Mitzvah

Bill & Sharon Torodor

The Women’s League Kitchen Fund
In Memory of Nancy Kaplan

Ellen Kleinbaum
Marvin & Bonnie Zeff

The Steven G. Rice Fund for Physically & Mentally
Challenged
In memory of Sari Robbins
Thank you to Ed & Tess Rice and family for hosting
Thanksgiving for the entire family

Malka Rice

Sam & Chick Held Seniors Fund
In memory of Nate Zweigbaum husband of Minnie, father
of Connie & Peter Frank
In honor of the 90th birthday of Florence Malinsky
In memory of Dick Shaller father of Michelle & Steve
In memory of Sylvia Schwartz mother of Cherie & Dick

Chick Held

The Beth El Women’s League
In Memory of Nancy Kaplan

Marcia & Allen Oleisky
Rachel & Gary Parnes
Dana & Cory Herman
Linda & David Estrin
Andrea & Bob Oleisky
Eugene Heck Declaration of Trust
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DATED MATERIAL

Rabbi
Alexander Davis
Assistant Rabbi
Avi S. Olitzky
Rabbi Emeritus
Kassel E. Abelson
Cantor
Audrey Abrams
Cantor Emeritus
Neil Newman
Executive Director
Linda Goldberg
Finance Director
Jerry Frick
Education Director
Mary Baumgarten
Marketing & Communications Director   
Danelle Cunningham
Technology Director
Jessica Zehavi
Youth Director
Mollie Feldman
Aleph Preschool Director
Karen Burton
President, Beth El Synagogue
Gil Mann
President, Men's Club
Allen Oleisky
President, Women's League
Karen Rubin
President, Beth El Rishon USY
Brandon Klugman
President, Bethelders
Freada Golden

IT’S RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER!  

BBEEMMAA  CCooffffeeeehhoouussee
Saturday Night, February 4, 2012

Watch for more details coming soon!

Sign up for our Kesher email newsletter and receive 
the most current information for all of our programs.

Go to www.besyn.org/kesher and sign up today!


